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,, 3 ' J he 7 have been no ma j° r changes in the situation on 

the ground in Laos or South Vietnam. In Cambodia, prospects for 
governmental improvement are encouraging, though talk has not 
yet been reflected in actual action. Unless Lon Nol reverses field 
(always a possibility) he does seem prepared to make the new 
four man governing council (himself, Sirik Matak, In Tam, Cheng 
Heng) into a meaningful body which will rule Cambodia more 
effectively than it has been ruled under Lon Nol alone. Little 

N ° n> stl11 sa y s he is leaving (after he helps his brother 
?ent COUnCil) • bUl he iS sau P fcy^ly P«s J in Phnom 

4. O^e other item affecting Cambodia arose during the 

n* r v S J tly COnfUSed q uad nille in connection with a request 

Sd” rSwIsf r‘‘ S °“ 0f Vi - P-idenfsTS 

aides, a Colonel Slack, called Dick Lehman directly to ask about 
the extent of Vietnamese Communist involvement in the fighting in 
Camb odla . OCI provided a one-page answer which ^scuSedo Z 

wnfin Camb C „d“ Cer TK g Wh ° “ PUlUng &e triggers ° f Communist 
guns m Cambodia. The answer, as you might expect, is that the 

Khmer Communists are doing almost all of the actual shooting at 

friendly forces This ignores , however, the question of whether 

Hanoi co ntrols the Khmer Communists, and whether the latte la 

continue flghdng if Hanoi did not want diem to To ctre“ 

(i)^' H^ofhad° ned the d V1Ce Pr8sidant ’ s ° f£it:e “d explained 
actions^ “^,7" ° f C ° ntr ° 1 ° Ver Khl ”*=- Communist 

Wers'ttTr u ? qUeStl ° n of who controlled the trigger- 

trigger ”* J “* “ of the 

our recent memo°ri“l d r D :: ^r^T^ ‘ °< 

The Emerging Communist Game Plan in Cambodia tv” a ” d Sihanouk: 
contains a comprehensive appraisal of Hanni ■« Th memorandum 

Cambodia, and also a balanced !. pr f ent « 

Vietnam is caliing the Communist ^ 

President, aide. Colonel Slach, was very 
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6 . The Ellsberg trial is snarled in a procedural molehill 
out of which the defense, with some help from the judge, is trying 
to create a mountain. One of the RAND witnesses mentioned some 
early OSI investigative reports of whose existence the prosecution 
was unaware, and which cover no ground not well ploughed in 
other material given the defense long ago. The defense, however, 
is screaming "suppression of exculpatory material" and the judge 
is giving the prosecution a hard time. I flew to Los Angeles on 
Wednesday (25 April) expecting to testify Thursday or possibly 
Friday. The above described snarl blew up on Wednesday afternoon. 
Dave Nissen, the prosecutor — with whom I had a four-hour 
session — now wants to use me as his final rebuttal witness (clean- 
up hitter) . There is no telling when I will be called, possibly 
Monday (30 April) , perhaps Tuesday (1 May) or — if there are 
further snarls — even later in the week . Rather than cool my 
heels in Los Angeles, I returned to Washington (on 26 April) , 
preferring to stand by here rather than there. 
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Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 
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